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| for Scotland who brought the News of our arrival 


Darian, ( where the Scot's Colony #s "JE" from «Gen- 
tleman who lives there at preſent. 


SIR, L- 
Onform to yeur Deſire, and mine own Promiſe : I 
(} ſent You the Deſcription of er 3 


was up the Country when the _ Genome 


now an Occaſion 1 have ſent you the following / 


You defired a particular Account of the faid 
fince, And according w__ ba Arann Nd mots oy.) 
Account of the Natore the 
Trees, and' what Minerals | 
the Place, The Hibits of their 4 


and other Enemies. 
Since our ſafe Arrival We have pln; craſs, and 


about near an hundered Miles in the Coun 
Sled Darian : but We have named-it CALEDONIA | 


and, there is a Fort very conveniently built, which  Wecall - 
New-E DINBURGH. 
The liihmus of Dariex is fituated in the  Main-Lend 


America, on the of the noZtial Line, 8 d 
min. Latitude; 5 wa 


ke” a datos: 4's. 
2 


F LETTER, giving « Deſcription of the Ihe of 


A 
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Ser wetter you wittferbyrin Mapp <— Avfor-the 
great River. of Darian,Jit is. {ituated. ſomething to. the Ee? 
ward oft the Golden Iſland. 

The [golden Ifland is: but a fmall place, not tauch bigger 
than Inch-Kejth, inthe Firth of Forth, 


"There are 2 great many Iſlands weftward from the golden 
Ifand 14. Leagues. calle Zanblas Wands... 


The Situation of our Fort does ly very conveniently, ha- 
ving a Bay upon the Wef/, with many ſma]l Rocks, which 
hoy 4 It Fs On the Eaft, the great River of Dariar:. 


Wks H- bode: apfollrplice 1 If Anrice: 

oh Ranger of. Mountains,, W 
,thed V ich i the FE for the” tt'are Pale, and 
Felbw 8. A&7; The Inhabirants call it Bois ds Chamdlle, "or 
in Clorite Wood: } ft butyy Hke a Candle, and: ſerves 
them with” Light whilo they.-fiſh- am the Night tine. - Here 
| grows alfo Lignen id: Gntr, Or (avidewn, its Vartues: are very 
well known,.mers'c{ptcially torthoſe who-pbſerve not well 
the; VIE Commandment! and'are-giv'n 'to impure -Copula- 
tions; -PhyGcians'drawing-bence in ſeverall-Compolitions the 
Antidow againſt'all venereall. Deſeaſes, 28 allo boy 

cold and vitious Humors. 

The Tree likewiſe that affords Gummi Elemi grows here in 
great Aboundance 3 As doth Radix 'Chine,. or China-Root:, 
-- > There is a Prickle Palmr, fo call d'becauſe it is infmtly ful] 

of Prickles from-the Root to the Leaver;, with theſe Prickles 
the Fe the .uſe to torment the Priſoners they take in Battle, 
che them te a Tree, then takeing theſe Thorns they put 
them ito lictle Pellets of Cotton dipt in Oil, and ſtick them 


in 
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C5) 
an-the Sides of the miſerable priſoners, as thick as the Bri- 
{iles of an Hedg-Horg : which cauſe an incredible Torment 
to the Patients Then they fer them. a Fire, . and if the tor- 
PFaed Priſoner ſing in, the Midft, of his Torments.: He is e- 
d.-a couragious Soldier, who neither feurs' his Enethies 
nar.the Torturez But if on the cor.trary, He cry out, they e- 
ſeem. him a' Coward, and unworthy of. any Memory. This 
zuftom was told me by an Indier, who ſaid He had uſed 
is;Enemy thus,, oftentynes. _ But: to. teturn” to the Prickle- 
Palm, L ſhall owly. tell you that thele Palm Trees in tlas only - 
differ. from the ordinary Pelws, The Leaves arc like theſe of 
ether Palm Trees, only. a litfle brgger, and rounder,'and fall 
of little Kernels, as pleaſeing to 'the Taſte as the Walnuts in 
Emore. The Viee-Dalm-is call'd from the Atoundance of 
Wine, gathered from it, of.ap extraordinary Shape or Fo 
for from the Root up half Way, it is only three, or, four 1 
ches thick; but. upward, ſomething above two thirds. of "i 
Height; Its as big, and.as thick, as an ordinary Bucket, 
Within it.15 full;of a certain Matter very like a flender Stock of . 
white Cabbege,which.is a very. juicy of a Liquor much" pleafinz 
to the Palates, This Liquor after Fermentation” and Settlif 
of the Grounds, becomes very good and clearWine. © 
The Frxit is much like to that-of.other Palms, but fmaller,* 
like Cherries ;,.To write farther of the Trees, it 'would fill a 
great. many. Sheets ; But. I will only ' name them : Palm & 
Chepelet, or-Roſary-Palm, ſo called by the French, and Spa-* 
wiards; Caremit-Tree. very like our P eay-Tree, very plea rg 
to the Taſte 3 Gerpe-Trees, like. to our Cherry Trees; belides 
theſe, there are diverſe other Sorts ef Trees, as Cedars in great” \ 
Aboundance, which this Part of the World produces; They 
are very uſefull tor building Ships and Canoa's, Theſe Cas FE 
»0a i" 
mo 


(6) 
noe; are like little Ferry-Poats, being made on] y of one Tree 
hollowed, and fitted, tor the Sea: They are (o ſwift, that 
they may be called Nepturn's POST-HO RSES. The In- 
diens make theſe Canoe's without any Iron Inſtruments, by 
only burning the Trees nigh the Root, and then fo govern- 
: Ing the fire, as nothing is burne more than what they would 
have; Some have Hatches of Flint wherewith they (crapeor 
pare off whatſoever are burnt too far, and thele by fire only 
they give that ſhape which renders them capable of-naviga- 
tin $5 or 8. Leegxes with ordinary Security. Here is Bg- 
-Waeaed, Taco is another Sort of Tree ; Here are a great ma- 
ny Cehbbage-Trees. the Cabbage growing on the Top of it. Here 
grows the Coco-Nt, of which the Chacolat' is made. Here 
ow the Pirn-Apple,and a great dale of Plantine, or Sagar- 
£ves, of which they make S»ear; And a preat dale ofother 
s, which being too tedious to give _ an Account of; I 
| r;z You may have any Trees, Roots, or Herbs, that 
- grow in Egrope as well as others that will not grow there, 
AManmpmi; &c. You may have a great dale ot Tobacco if 
Ta lant, much better than in any Place to the Northward. 
-I ſhall give you an Account of the makeing Swzgar & Indige 
-3n--another. place. 
Flies as Inſets ſeverall Sorts of them, theſe are as big as 
Horſe-Flies in Exrepe, and denting themſelves upon Mens Bo. 
ppt and ſuck the Blood till they can.no longer fly, which 
| t 


| e Inhabitants to wear continually Branches of Trees 
to. Fan them aways There are a great dale of other Sorts, as 
» Caebinilli's; Fhere are monſtruvus Adders which are very: 
frequent in,thele Places, upon whici1 Account I durſt neverly 
on the Gra(s 3 Here are yery good Land Tortoiſes, which are 
very,good meat; There are allo Crecodiles, I could tell you, 
« good tru: ſtory about One-of them, but being too tedious 
7 forbear. There 


—_ 
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The:e 1$ 1 grex dale of Doegs, Dcer, Rabbets, and Monkeys, 

and many other Sorts of Qnadrupeds, which Ye have not 
the like of in Exrope. 

You have a great dale of a'l Scrts of Fowls many wherof 
do not breed in Exyope, as Parrotrz They make their Neſts in 
Holes of Paiwito Trees, which Holes are before made by other 
Birds, for they are not capable of excavating any woud tho” 
never fo ſoft, hivitig their own Bills too coothad ah blunt; - 
Hence provident Nature hath ſaupplyed them with the Labour 
of o her Birds called Carpenteros, or Cerpinters ; Thele are 
no bigger than Sparrows : Yet having ſuch hard and pierce- 
ing Bil's, that no' Iron Inſtrumentcan be made fitter ro ex- 

_cavate afty Tree, though never ſo ſolid, and hard 3 And 
theſe Holes the Parrots getting Poſſe{lion of build their Neſts. 

Of Pigeowr of all Sorts we are aboundantly provided: There 
is another ſmall Bird here called Cabreros, or Goat-Keepers, 
and_chiefly feed upon Crabs of the 'See'; In theſe Birds are - 
ſeaven diftin&> Bladders of Gab, and their Fleſh is as bitter 
as Aloes : Of theſe We have aboundance. + . | 

There are very many Cyraws, or Ravens, more trout leowe, 

than uſefull, who make a moſt hideons Noiſe,. - X 

We have ſeveral fruits % roots very aſefull;as Potetor,they dres 
them on'y by well boiling them im a Kettle, with'fair- clean | 
water 3; Then we cover them with a Ciouh for half an Hour - 
where they become 23 ſoft as. boiled Chefriaites' Of the ſaid Pe+ 
fetor we make a Drink, called Miz : "They cut them into 
| nll (ices, and cover them with-hot water 3. when they ate” 
well imbibed they preſs them through « courſe-Cloath, a 
the Liqvor that comes throgh tho ſomething thick they keep in 
Veſſels mide for that Purpoſe 3 Hereatter ſettling two. or 
three Days, it works ; And having thrown off its ay 


| 08”) 

Ft for Drink "They uſe with great Delight, end -tho' . it- be 
ſomewhat four : Yet it is-very pleaſant, tubſtantial, and ex» 
traordinery wholſome 3 The Invention-cot [this 13, whally: 

owing tothe Indian, as well as many. other things tound out 
for the Preſervation of Mans Life. wg 1 30H 0 

”* "There 519-4 Root called by. the: Indians; £azaue. of which 
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Uders# hike rhie'Bread® of a V Vomin 5,'The Skin ci8-yery, Tlojps, 
this'$cirgonThe Back i9-44vo firiger-thick -Which being ,dnwed 
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the Pelly is in all thingy, like that of a - Cow, . as far'as the 
Reins x. their. manner-of cngendring is the ſam: with: that of 
a land Cow, the Male being every way hke that. of a Bu/ ; 
they conceave..and breed. but” once, but what. Tune they go 
with Ca/f; I could learn z Thee Fiſhes have a very acute 
Senſe of Hearing, ſos in, takeifg therp the fiſber-men make- 
ing got the leaſt Noiſe do not row unleſs. very ſlightly,” for 
this reaſon they Uſe cettain Inſtruments. for Rowing, by the 
Tedians called  Pagayos with enquaing + Eats, without any 
Noiſe to. fright the fiſk while they are a fiſhing they ſpeak not 
one to another onlymake ſigns, they dart them-with#Javelins 
having twb Hooks -at the End 4 Thele fiſh are ordinarly 
from 20 to 24 Foot.long ; Their Fleſk. is good to eat, being * 
in like in colour to that of a land” Cow, but in take to: P3rk. 
It hath much*Fat, or .Greaſe, which VWe make Oil of. 

We have alſo another fiſh called Tortoiſe, of ar indiffe- 
rent Bigneſs, aid of a green Colour, their Scales are ſome- 
what hard, and .of a very pleaſant Taſte:z There 1s another 
Sort ſomewhat ſmaller ; this, Sort commonly ney thongs 
among the Rocks, whence they crawl out- for + Food, which - 
is generally 'See-Apples ; Theſe other above. mentioned,; feed 


* on Graſs, which grows in the Water on, the ſandy, Bankss, 


Their Eggs are almoſt_like theſe of a Crocodile, but without 


, any ſoe/, being only covered with a thin film 3, They are, 


found-'in ſuch” prodigious Quantitys alongsthe ſhore, that 
were they not frequently. deſtroy'd by. Birds, the Seas: would 
abound with Tortoifes. Onb | ; 

The Way and_Manner of fiſhing them i as follows; viz. 
by makeing a, great Nail, or Kind- of, Dart-; _ this, they fix 
at the End of a long Pole, with which they kill the Tor!0j- 
ſes whenever they appeat above Water. 

| B 
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The . Indians for the moſt part are very dextrons in akdas 


theſe Tortoiſer. | "Sp Es. 

I will give you an Account of our footing of ſome Mor- 
keys, and Bird: called Pheaſants 3 The Toll of ſhooting did 
ſeem, atleaſt to me, to be ſufficiently compeniated with the 
Pleaſure of killing the Momkeys, for at theſe We made ordi- 

Gor before We could *kill three or four, {o 
nimbly would they eſcape our Hands, and-aimeven after be- 
ing: much wounded : - Or the other-fide i1t' was a Diverfion 
to fee the femal Monkeys carry their little Ones on their backs 
when any Perſon pafſed under the Trees-where theſe Monkeys 
are ſitting 3” They will commonly ſquirt their Excrements y- 

n our Heads and Cloaths ; likewiſe if ſhooting a®any, one 
* pen to be wounded, the reft flock about him, and doygay 
their Paws upon the Wound to hinder the blogd from iſſuing 
forth, others gather Moſs from the -Trees and thruft into the 
Wound, and hereby ſtop the Blood 3 At other times they 
gather ſuch or ſuch Herbs, and cheuing them in their Mouth 
apply as Poultties, all which cauied in Me great Admifation, 

ſeing ſuch ſtrange Aftions in theſe irrational Creatures,whieh 
_reftified the fidelity and love they had for one another. 


4 1 ſhall give you an Account, by the way, of the People ; . 


I haye learned to ſpeak ſomewhat of the Language by One 
of them them who can ſpeak tolerable good Engliſh.  _ 


-" T enquir'd into-their Caifows, Lives, and Policy : whereof ' 


1 give you this Account ; . They are governed by a King, 
and ſeverall Princes : they have generally a great Hatred a- 


gainft the Spaniards, There are a great many perſonsSof them; . 


they are very courtions to any that give them any thing. Here 
are two Sorts. of People of them : The one Sort cultivates 
the Ground, and make Plantations ; theſe are moſt numerous, 

| ir, the 


. 
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the other is a lazy "ſort, never. ſeen but at Night : They have 
Hutts that they live in all Day, till Night 3 they Not Care- 
ing 'or any other Habitation 

They. uſe no other. Cloaths than--an Aprow ty'd to thei: 
Middle, comeing down ſo-a$ to hide their Privitys 3 ſach 
Aprons are mage of the Rinds of Trees, which they ſtrongly 
beat upon. S/oes till they axe ſofned 5 The fame they ule for 
Bed-Clodthr, except a few who make them of Ge they ars 
whiter than the whiteſt in. Scotland. 

The other is of a | Browniþ Colour, but very handſome 
Bodys of Mex and Women tightly limb'd, the Men of them 
are verie 'dextruoys at Bow and 4rrow, and yery good ſpears 
the common Sort uſe :ſpears of timber, the: points are thod 
with Irox, or teeth-of Crocodiles, 'Faty are moſt. dextruous 
in Swiwmring, 1 did never ſee the like of they in Doxcking 
foP they will contipue. near half an Hour below the Wa- 
ter. | 
I could never learn what Religion they have, all I could 
learn was they neithet- bdlieve 1in,; nor ſerve''the Devil':- as 
many other Nations in Amexice, do ; Hereby they: are not ſo 
much tormented by him as other Nations are. © They are ve- 
ry attentive at our Form of Worſhip ; they did tell-me_they 
did not like Spaniards Religion, for they: are as:altt as thoſe 
that worſhip the Dev, for that Religion cart not be good 
which is (o, cruel, 

Their ordinary Food confiſs in ſeverall Femits, 2 fidein: | 
dian Corn ; Fruits, ſuch as Bananas, Racoves, Ananasr;, Pota- 
tor; Caxave ;*. As allo Crabs; and feverall-Fifs,, which they 
kjll in the fea, with Detre, which they « aro: -wondediully dex- 
truous at. 

They, are pretty expert in  makeing certain pleaſant and = 

w _ -- icae 


. 66400 Steps,” to wait for, a 


| x 45 _» jo | 
licat Liquors ; The commoneſt among them is called Achioc, } 
this is mate of a certain Seed of Palm-tree, bruiled and teept 
in. hot water, till it be (@tled'-at th: Bottons: -This Liqupr : 
being ſtrain,d off, hath a plealant #4 ie, and is very nouriſh. 
ing.  Other' iorts of liquors thev prepare, which I ſhall omit 
for brevity 3 only Flt (ay ſomething of that made ot Platawos 
The they knead hot with wat-r, and then-put into great 
Calabaſhes, full ot cold water for gight Days, during which it 
ferments as. well as thz&eft wine. This Liquorthey drink for 
Pleaſure, and as a great Regale; ſo:that when they inviteany 
of their Friends, or Relations, they cannot treat them better. . 
than withthis pleaſant Drink. F 

They are very-unskilful in dreffing Vittuals 3' fo that they 
very ſeldom treat one another with Banquets. - But when - 
they invite others they deſire-them to come arid drink of their 
Liquors. Before the "invited Perfons come to. their” Hoyle, 
thoſe that expeCtt them, comb'theisHair verie well, and anomt 
their Faces with the Oil of Pa/zr, -mixt with a black TinQure - 
which renders them very lyideous,- The women, alſo dawb . 


«their Faces: with- another” Sort of 'Staff® which makes them 
. look tsred as Crimſon. And ſuch are their greateſt Orna- 


ment, and Attire, Then He that invites, takes bis Arms, 
which are three or four Azagayes, and S Out his Cottage 3 

| nf Yoceive e invited perions. As 
ſoon as they draw nigh, he falls down on the Ground, lying 
flat on. his Face, without any Motion, as 'if he were. dead ; 


| being thus proſtrat;| the invited-Friends take him up, and ſet 
” him on his Feet, and go altogether' to the Hutr, Here the 


Perſons invited, ule .the ſame Ceremony falling down to the 
Ground, as.the Inviter did before. But he lifts them up one 


by one, and giving them-his Hand, condutts them” into his 


| Cottage 


Ko 
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Cattage, where he Cau'es them to fir. The VVomen on thele 
Occaſions uie {ew, or no*Ceremonys. * | IS 

Feing thus brought into the Hoate, they are preſented every 
one with a Calabafh, of about twa Pynts of \cofiſh Meaſure, 
full of Ackioc almoſt as thick as Water-Gruel, or Children- 

Pap. Theſe they, are to drink off, and get down at any Rate..' 
"Theie Calabaſtes being emptied, the Maſter of the Houſe, 

" with many Ceremonys, go6s about the Room, . and gathereth 

®” his Calabaſhes. . And this Drinking Hitherto is reckon'd but 
one Wellcome. Afterwards, they Jrink of the Achiech above: 
mention'd,. to which they were invited. ... 

* Then follow 'many Songs and Dances, and 1000 Careſles,.. 
to the Women”; Sd-that oftentemes, for a Teſtimany of their 
great Love, they take their Darts, and with the. pines, they 
pierce and wound their genital parts. This I could believe, - 
though often aftirmed to me, till my own Eyes were. Witt- 

- neſſes of theſe and the like ations. Neither only on this Oc- 
caſjon do-they uſe this Ceremony of pierceing their Genitals, 
but alſo when they make love ts any Voman, the tolet . 
thetn underſtand the-Greatnels of their. Aﬀettion, and Con- 

. Nanty. L CET Ik | Tg 

. They marry not any, yeung Maid * without the Conſentof 
her Parents. If any deſires to take a_ VWifep he is firſt txa- 
mined by the Damlels. Father concerning feverall Sorts 'of Kb 
good Husbandry. Theſe axe commonly, whether He can make Þ * - © 
Azagayas, Darts for fiſhing 3; or ſpin» a certain Thread, which , - © © 
they uſe about their Arrows. Having anſwered"to Satisfa«  ,' +» 
Qion, the Examiner als to his' Daughter for 4 little C/ i 
laſh full of Achioc. Ofthis he drinks firſts then gives the: —_— 
to.the young Man; and He to-the Bride; who þ Ms 
and with this only Ceremony-the Marriege is. made. Yhen - 


any 


x 
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-2ny one- drinks to, the Health of another, the ſecond Perſon 
is to drink-out the Liquor, leſt in the Caldbe/h, but in Caſe 

of Marriage, *as was ſaid, it is conſam'd only among them 

_ : And the Bride allways obtaining, by far, the greater 
are. | | | 

_ When the Woman lys in, neither She nor her Husband ob« 


ſerve the Time, coſtomarie among the Carribes 5 But as ſoon 


as the VVoman is delevered, ſhe goes to the next River, Brook 8 


or Foxntain, and waſhes the new-born Creature, ſwathing it 
up in certain Rowlers, or Swath-Bands, there call'd Cabelas, 
.This done fhe goes about Her ordinaric Labotir. When the - 
Max. dies, his Wife burys Him with'all his Azagayas, Aprorr, 
and Ear-Fewels; and comes every Day to her Husbands Grave 


' bringing Him Meat, and Drizk, for a whole Tear after. 


Their Tears they reckon by Moors, allowing fifteen to e- 
very Year, which makes their entire Cercle, as our twelve 


Moreths, do ours. | 
Some Writers of the Carribbe- Iands. affirm, that this Cere- 


« mony, of carrying of Vidmals to the Dead, is generall amang 


them; and that the Devi! comes to the Sepwlchres, and carrie 

away the Meat and Drink. But I know the contrarie, ha- 
ving my {clf taken away theſe Offerings, and eaten them ; for 
I knew that th® Fruits uſed on theſe Occaſions, were of the 
choiceſt, and the Liquors of the beft Sort.. The Widow ha- 


. viriy compleated her Tex, opens the Grave, and takes outall 
* her Husbands Boner; Theſe ſhe fcrapes,and waſhes yery well & 


puts. them'in s Cabale, or Satchel, & is obliged for another year 
to carry them uporf her Back all Day, 2nd. to ſleep upon them 
4l! Nieks, ill the Tear be out. Then ſbe hangs up the Begg 
atid Boxes, againft thePeſt of 'her own Door, if ſhe be a Mz 
Traſſe'of an Honſe, if not ſhe hangs thein at the Door of her ' 
i : - ow 


« pv, Ph (15 , 
next Neighbour, or Relations. - | | 
* The Widows cannot mgrrie the ſecond time, according tos 
their Cuſtoms, till after two Tears End 5 the Mex are bound 


to perform.*no ſuch Cerewonys for their Wives; But if anie- . 


Pirrat marrie an #ndian VVoman,. ſhe is bound to do in all 
things as if he were an [ndity. 2 

I ſhall proceed now to give you an Account of the Mex, 
Womer, and their Habits; Ne KI 

They wear as an Ornament in their Noſes, a Gold, or Sil- 
ver- Plate, in Form of an Half-Moon ; which when they 
drink, they hold up with one Haxd, while they lift up the 
Cup with the other; * The Mew paint [themſelves ſometimes 
with Streaks of Black, andthe Women with Red. The Wo-. 
mex have in their Noſes a pretty thick Rizg of Gold or Silvey 
and cover themſelves with a Blaket only. They are general- 
ly well featured : AorE whom I faw. ſeverall faire than 
the faireſt in Exrope, wit 1-Hiir as white as the. fineſt Flax. 
'Tis reported of them, that they ſee better in'the Dark,” than 
in the Light. - . TIP "4h 

I ſhall further give You an Account of 'our gojng up the 
country to their King or chief Captain; wemarching from our 


Fort with Captain, Andres, and other of their Princes: WE . « 


began our March towards their head Place; where their King 


reſided, firſt through a ſmall Skirt of a Wood, and then over 


a' Bay almoſt three Miles, or a f.eagne in Length. After that 


_  +We went about fix or ſeaven Miles up-a woody Valley, and 


We faw here and there ſome old Plantation, and had a very 
good Path tomarchin. There we came'to the fide of. a'R;- 
ver, Which in moſt places was dry, and. built Us Hoſes, or 
rather Hutts, to lodge in. Y 

, The Indians forbad us 


% 


to ly upon the Gra/z, for 'Fear of 
, ; monſtrous 
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monftruous Adders, which are very fiequent'in thoſe places, 
- ++ Breakeing ſome of the Stones that lay in the River, We 
found them ſhine wth Sparks of Gold '; Theſe Stones were I- 
— down'from the neighbouring Monntains in -Time .of - } ' 
Floods. x PR rs | By: 
The next day of our March We monnted a'very ſteep Hil, 
- and on the other fide, at the Foot thereof, We reſted otrthe 
Baxk of a River, which Captain Andreas told us, ran into | 
Sonth' See,being the ſame River on which the Town of Sante 
: Maria was ſituated. Hence We cotitinued our March till a: * 
. bout Noon, and then aſcended* anvther Mountain, far high- 
er than the former ; Here We.wete often, and in many plas - 
.ces in:great Danger, the Mountain being fo nigh to a Pey- " 
icnlar, andthe Path ſo narrow, that but one Man at a 
4s ime could paſs, Ve arrived m the Evening on the other 
1% + Side of ihe Mountain, and lodg'd' again' by the Side of the 
| | ame River. let of; | 
* Next Morning, Ve march all along the Riveg aforemen-, 
tjon'd, -crofling 1t5often, almoſt at ex'ry half Mile, ſometimes 
__ upto the Knees, and at other times up to the Middle, in a 
_ © ,yery rapid current, - About Noon we came to a place, where 

. we-ound ſome 1ndia» Houſes, + Theſe were very large, and* 
neat :* The ſides were built of Cabbage-Trees, and the Roofs 

* of wild: Canes, thatch'd with Palmito-Royal; They had ma- 

- ny-Partitions, or diſtin& Grqgnd-Roomes, but no Aſcent by 
Stairs.” At this place were four of 'theſe Houſes together, a'l _ + 
within'a Stone's throw of one another, each. of them have-  ;. 

" inga large Plantan'Walk before it. Half a Mile from this 
place, liv'd the: King, or chief Capteir of the Indians of Da- 
rian* whe came to" viſit Us in Royal Robes, with his (veer. 
and-Family. His Crown was made of {ngall white. Reeds cu- 
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rionſly woven, having; 6 other Top than. its Iimeing; which 
"a $:/k..Round about the middle of it was 2 hin plate 
Wy 

2 


#/d, about two. Inches broad, lic'd behind, in which 

: two. or three Otrich Feathers. About this Plate-went 
alſo a Row of golden Beads, which wers bigger than otdinar 
Peaſe; \underneath which was ſeen the red lining of the 
Crown.., In; his Noſe he wore 2 large Plate of Gold, in Form ” 
of hell one 5 and in-each Eara great gold Ring, nigh 
four Inches diameter with a-round thin plate of Gold of the 
ſame Breadth, having an ſmall Hole in the Ceftiter, by which 
it hung to. the Ring. He was covered with a thin_ white Cot- 
for Raby. neanUng to the ſmall of his Legs, and romnd its 
Bottom'a Frienge of the ſame, three Jnches deep 5' ſo that by 
reiſon of: the length» of this Robe, We could fee no farther 
than his naked Amckles, In his Hand He had a long bright 
Lenec as (barp as any-Knife. With Him He had three Sohs 
each of them having a white Robe, and their Lances in their 
Hands, but. ſtanding ; bare-headed -before 'Himt 3 as allo did-. 

1ght or _ninePer. ons more of his Retinue; or Guard. 

His. £xcen, wore 4 red Blanket, which was cloſly pgirt a- 
tout bereft, and another that came loſ-ly -ver her hexd and 
ſkou'ders. She had a young, child in her "Arns,& two Daugh- 
ters\ walked by. ber, with, their Faces almoſt covfred' with 
Crim. or ftreaks of-red, and-abbut their Necks, and Armes 


almoſt loaden with ſmall. Beads of (everall Colours. * Theſe 
I:dian Women of Deriax, are generatly very iree, airy, &' 
brisk 4, yet. withall-very modeſt, and cautious im- their Hul- 
bands Preſence, of whoſe: Jealouſic they ſtand in Fear. With 
theſe Indians We made an Exchamge, or had- a- Truck, ss' 
it is called, for K»ives, Pins, Needles, or any ſuch-like Tri- 
fles; but in our Dealing with them we found them to be 
very cunning. '%s He 


| , C18 THI 
He gave Us a-Calabaſh ſu'l of Liquor which! they make- 
of Plantars 3 This ſort of ,Fruir is firſt rediited to- Map, ther” 
laid betwixt Leaves of the ſame Tree, find ſo/uſtd with War, 
rer. - After which Preparation, «they*\call' if 'Miſcelzw,” On 
our March-hither We tound in-our Way, here, and there, 
an Houſe or two, whoſe Owners cotnttonlv ft6od at the decor. 
and, gave, 42S we Paſled by, to every one of Us, either a ripe. 
Plantan, or ele-a Carave; or forme other-(weet and' plealant, 
Rodt- - "1 197 NUSUIERL 4 
"This Captaine-or King, 18 the head 'of their other Captains 
when they go to. Battle againſt the Spariards, ſomewhat to 
the South-ward of this Place: is a pleaſant Plair, the penerall, 
Place the [n4ians rehdez-vous 1n.. PIR ITS A & 

I ſhall now give You an Account of the reſt of their Cap- 
tFanns. ; | | 

Captain Ambroſio commands from the River Pines, Bono- 
»os, Mango, and Cocos; to the Samblas, "Ae'is a Man above. 
ſdxty, but, ſtrong] and: vigorous; '4-mortall Enemy to' the *þa-' 
»iards, with whom: He has had long Wir ; He is efteem'd” 
the braveſt, and moſt- ſuccesfall of all their Commanders on 
every Occafion 3 He's of 2 middle Size, well made, ſtrongly 
limb'd, and of a grave, and ſomewhar ſtern Countenance. 

He has a Son in law; -one Pedro, a brisk little Fellew who 
ſpeaks good Spaniſh, haveing been a Slave to them at Paname 
for ſeverall Years, and who can. never forget, - nor forgive, 
their- Uſage of him there; 

Captain Diego commands from the Bottom of the Gulph 
of Uraba on. this (ide to Caret-Bay, and his about 3000. Men 
under his\-Command ; He 1s efteem'd the moſt powerfull a- 
mongſt, them, and has been at War with the Sparierd about 


4 


©. y- 
"a.twelre Month»; The Occafion*was this: The Brdians ha- 

veing, found- three Gold Mines withiw his Juriſdittion,' beitig » 
two-gmall; ones;-and a; very great Veth, conſalted” with tlert- 
elves -what , to, do-3; And berg ſenfible tliat they did not 
nnderftand how to work them, conclud&-to*difeover them 
by Is provtided: they'd allow'them- fachta Mare 
of. the.. Profit-»), This was agreed to, and Aittifully promiſed 
by - the, Spengords; but no-doonerithad the” Drdiare thew'd"Che 
Mipes hut they, {but up tworof them, and put firong, guards 
pon. them; and fef}:t6 work -upow the' third; of which the 
Indians demanding that: ſhare, they! beat 'arid abuſed them, 
£aliing.,them. sheir Slaves,' and threatned tovexterminat them, 
which proyock'd.them fo, thar a-Irttle-times after; they fiez'd 
upon. 266 Speriards, and::i23} Prieits, and cur} (em all to 
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, The next 4q.;Dfrgo, 1s10ne:Captain' Pawfge "of Catet-Bay, 
He 1s one of the Indian Clergy-Men, and commands' that 
-Part, of the; Coalt-which lyes berween Carer-Bay, and golden 
4, 3,86; is. but a finall Captain;*and /Brother-in-Law "to 


| YE "ittot Y | Tut 4 

- The Peninſula which we poſſes;) 8nd which' we found' urt- 
1nhabited (nor has 1t ever been by any heretofore, that we 
thaye ,,yer.hear'd-of,..) lys. betwixt his Bounds, "(Md Captain 
ABATFEES: 110113! bn | 74:2 


Fr Gilles. thand, to: theRiver Pins about a League to 


Ty+24. mw \ | - , 
"the Heftzward of the jc 'of Pings; 4vdraxr, hd his Brother 
edro command, they are. greater than Pow/go, but not fo 
Fowerſull as. Diego:3: yet "their united” Intereſts 'by' Confan- 
uinuy,., tagetheryith therVicinity of theiy Commangs to ottr 
Tomb nghtagþcin Friendſhip of - much - gteater Conſe; 
<QUERG&ee:); noma Ne 27 ! voids 1 220d” M3] £ 11. 979:004 
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rall Tears paſt, with' the Spaniards, and bave fuffered ſome of 
them to reſide among 'em to: give an ' Account by Tand”to 
Panama, from ture to time, who were upon this Coaſt about 
two monthly. tefore our ;Arrivall here. - BOG TDN 
Captain Ambroſe, who has the adjoyning+ Cottimand, {6r- 
ced them. ty; enter into the common 'Confedericy, and cutt 
off ten Spaniards who lived-on the Mazs of thegolden-Iflard, 
I diſtioguiſh jt thus, by reaſon the Natives call all the Mair: 
oppotfite to the Iſland, by the ſame Naive that it' Feats!" Ae 
tont a League {rom the Water fice- there is #i' high Moun- 
tair- wherein they afure Us are ſeveral} Mines of 'excellent 
Go'd. . The. Spertards ates very (enfible*of this;"a3td from 
time to t me have taken en Care by tar or for] Means, ne- 
yer to let them be opned, well knowing that ( being ſo near 
the North-ſea ,) they. ſhould bave-the leaft ſhare of them to 
themfelvs. | 
Captain Andreas bas often bren at Panewa, the Mines of 
Santa Maria, andthe Soutk-Sea » The Spaniards believeipg he 
might Le .uſeſull to them, mace Kim a Captain, by"giveing 
Hun a; tick tip't with Silver, upon which He values himſelf 
above others, and that has ( we are apt to telieve_)endeared 
Him to tar Intereſts; yet the Love of ones Country, and 
Liberty 1s ſo naturall, that we have good Reaſon: to batieve 
that as ſoon ( bring a ſerfible-conning Fellow Y'as He finds 
ve are able to protect Him, he will heartily join'to onr In- 
tereſt, | | 
Captain 'Pedrs is eſteemed by Amwbrofo, and alt his People 
whole Daughter he has to VVite, as alſo two of her Dan b- 
ters by humlelf, , which s allowed here, yet it fees that they 
believe 1t a Crime, fince if they have any children during the 
| Life 


| (28) .\ 2 
Theſe People have had /a:good Correſpondence, for ſev 
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bout a twelve Month agoe, a Trifle made Rum brake with 


7 Þ (2r) | 
Life of their mother, they are buried alive, (I mean the child 
"ren ) which is very ſtrange, that the innocent ſhould ſuffer 
for the guilty. | 


© They prefſt Us very hard to come and ive by them, as al'o 


Joyntly to make war with the Spaniards, whom they would 
engage upon the Forfauliure of their Heads, it we would al- 
ſi them with an hurdered arm'd Men, and as many Arms, 
'with- 2000. of their own People, to'drive. not only cut of 
the Mines, .C which are but three Days Journey from this 
Place, but even out of Panama it ſelf. VVe gavettemfair 
"words, and promiled to' go to the Weit-ward with them to 
vieu the Coaſts, and if there were any convenienter Harbour 
fer gur ſhips, we would be their Neighbours. | 
[The Santa to the River Conccption, t5 commanded by one 


 Corbet. 


Next to Corbet from the River Conception, 15 one Nicola, a 
Man who ſpeaks Spariſh as well as any naturall Sperierd, ha- 
ving been for abeut a dozen'of Yearsof his Youth among 
them; He likewiſe reads and writes it perfe&tly, and under. 
ſands the State of Exrope very well : which none other .of 
them have. any Notion of 3 He is faid to be wile and extrem- 
ly. be!oved by. his People, for his Juſtice, and good Nature, 
in ſo much that there has been Deſigns to cut off Ambrofo, ' 
and place Him .n. his Room, for He is of a rough military 
temper, 'and often upon ſlight pretinces makes bold to take 
away. what they have from themz However if they do not 
love him, they fear him, and his near Alliance, and ftrick 
Friendſhip with Diego in the Gulph, a powerfull, and gal» 

lant old Fellow, renders Eim very ſecure. | 
This Nicola was in good. Terms with the Spaniards till a- 


tLem : ard 'twas this 5 He 


(22) "Y 
. He had got an excellent French, Fuzie from a Buceanicy, 
which He valu'd extremly : "Twas ſoniewhat our of Order, -. 
nor did He know how to right it again; A Spaniſh Dox' 
from Ports-Bel/o being at his Houle, ,told him'he would, car- - 
.ry it with Him, and get it mended for Him, which "the o- 
therconſenting to, with a Deſire it might'be fetutn'd as (odn 
as poſſible, They parted. The Do» ſhewU'it to the Goyet- 
-nour, who liked it extremly, - and faid 'twas.too good for an 
Heathen 3 So ordered an, old ruſty Match-Lock to be (ent in 
Liev. This He took fo, hainouſly, that He fell upan the Sps- 
»iards wherever He found 'em, and cut them off,” neither 1s 
"He to be reconfil'd to them. Mag ww 9g | 
Ambrofio who all the reſt allow to be the moſt"dareing, and 


brave, as allo the moſt faithful to his Promiſe; being 4. true | 


Friend, and a moſt inveterat Enemy to't1e SpaHirfds*" keeps 
Him within Bounds, EIGHT ORE. cc... 
' From the mouth of the River Coco, about a food Leagye | 
We went to Ambroſie's Houſe, it ftatiding upon'the Bank 5f 
this River, with about, teri or a Dozen leffer Hquſes about it. 
"When We came- near, Ambrofo advanc'd aFotit' fifty *Pates, 
with twenty Followers, all cloath/d in. white looſe © Froths, 
with Friexges round the Pottom,” and Le»ces in their Hands. 

He ſaluted Us kindly, and gave Us a Cilabath full of Li- 
' quor almoſt like Lex9bs-Foe!, which they call Miſhlow, be. 
ing made of Indian Corr, and Pagtatoes.” This they getdrink 
withall often; Before the houſe, - abolit twenty Pacts it was 
very ſmooth and clean. The koufe: w5 about co. Fobt in 
Length, 35. in Breadth, and 3o. in A:ight. 1 Wag, Curi- 
ov{ly thatch'd with Palmetto-Royal, and aver that Cajar Leavs, 
The £loor was of a firm Earth, like Tarras, very ſmooth,” and 
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| a5 arr infallible Demonſtration, they ſhew'd to Us the ſixth 
Generation of this Worrans Fody in the Houſe, which was 

irjdeed very ſurpriſcing z And we-were aſſured *twas common 

amongſt them to live-150.' or 60. Years; Yea 'tis obſerved 

thoſe of them who converle often withthe Europeans, & drink 

their ſtrong Liquors, are ſtert liv'd 

-- While We ſtay'd there, Ambro/o, and Pedro went out 

with their Gs to kill ſome Fow! for Us ; Pedro return'd 

with ſome Partridges,.-the )argeſt, and-beſt that ercl ſaw, be- 

ing bigger than our Capons,. and exceeding ſweet, 

On : November 30. Captain Andrea came a-board "the 
& Andrew, We waiting an Oportunity - of clearing ſome 
Siſpicions We had of his Correipordence with the Spaniard 
We taxt Him with it, and He ingeniouſly, confeſt that the 
Spaniards had. been friendly to. Hum, and bid made Him a 
Captain; that He was obliged for his Safty to keep fair with 
them, They affureing Him We were nothing but Privateere, 
who had no Defign to ſettle, but ts plunder both Spaniards, 
and Indians, ard Fe gone in two or three Months time, as 
they wed to do, and it fo, it He aflifted Us in any Meaſure, 


as 
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as ſoon as We were yore, they'd deftroy both Him, and His, 


VVe gave Him all poſſible Affurances of the Contrary, jv | 
that He was fully ſatisfied, and defired we would give Hum a 
Commiſion, and receave Him, and his People into our Prote- | 
ftion; which if we did, He'd give Us all his Righe to” 
hispart of the Country. VVhereypon a Commeſſion was 
ordered for Capt. Andreas, and being read and approven. of, 
it was Gelivered to Him . aſey*, Y 

The Commilſ;on being read, and rendered Ferbatime to Him in 
Spaniſh, He agreed to every Article: then before 7 or 8 of his 
own People, and verall of curs,.it was delivered unto Him - * 
with a broad tasked-hilted $word,” and.a Pair of PiJols, with 
which He ſolemly projuifed to deiend Us to the laſt Dropp of 
His Blood, againſt all our Enemys. >. A WNT 

Upon'Advice of the K.. of Spain's [ndifpoſitaon, Coat Mow- 
tizewuma Vice-Roy of Mexico, botn it "that Kingdom, and-of. 
the Race of theſe great Emperors, lad made ſuch. an Intereſt 


that 'tis not ' to be Joubted that he will ſpeedily (et up(for. 
oP hagees bis Hikewiſe beciin a civil Wer. which's only, | 


eovered, not quencht. * | | ” 
At Porto-Belabout 700. Slaves, got-into a Body, wbich.in,, 
a little time encreaſt to above. 1560.: The Governour. not tes 
ing able to ſupprefs them, was forced to -come. to_rery dif 
honourable Texms, viz. to allow them to be a tree People. in- 
dependent o' the *p:mjards, and only call'd their-Friends. -- 
Captain Pow/geo,  Caret-Bay, told bs of {everall Go'd- 
Mines within two Mi'es of us,- and ſhew'd. us a. Sample rof 
the Gold, which was extraordinary fine, ' .. _.. | 
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